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the old road, all classes and all incidents in human life are
met . . - each group intent on its own end, My Lord's
retinue intent on My Lord, the bonze on his meditation, the
family on its joys and sorrows."
The upper forms of the Koto-Jo-Gakko usually go once a
term on a school excursion with a teacher to a mountain or
a mine or a famous view, to study geology or mineralogy
or landscape or colour. Thus they visited the chief
historical sites and temples of Nara and Kyoto. The class
journey has, in addition to its educational value, the
advantage of knitting yet more closely the bonds of fellow-
ship and so setting up a new friendliness out of harness.
One or more nights are usually spent in the train.
One autumn the Public Health Officers gave a three
hours* entertainment to the girls of the primary and of the
secondary school in order to urge them to reasonable care
of their health, which is liable to be injured by the appliances
for dyeing the hair, painting the face, and such-lite arts.
They dwelt upon the simple means used formerly by the
families of the Samurai Warrior class, who preserved health
by scrupulous cleanliness, by taking part in the housework,
and by partaking of a good deal of seaweed with their food.
Sometimes lectures on the Era of Meiji given by officers
of the army or navy held the girls enthralled, as did a
series on the " Mystery of Manchuria," where the glamour of
Chinese brigands probably lifted the topic above the more
humdrum subject of "the housing problem" or "the
influence of great and good women in home and society,"
a subject as old and as fresh as girls* schools.
In the normal school, or Semmon-Gakko * there is a year's
1 Some years ago there was a larger percentage of Christians in the Semmon-
Gakko than in any other department of the Seisbin Gtktin. At present the Go-
Gakko has^the highest percentage.